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SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.

In this Act, the term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agri-

culture.

TITLE I—COMMODITIES
Subtitle A—Commodity Policy

SEC. 1101. DEFINITION OF EFFECTIVE REFERENCE PRICE.

Section 1111 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9011)

is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (8) through (25) as para-
graphs (9) through (26), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (7) the following:

‘“(8) EFFECTIVE REFERENCE PRICE.—The term ‘effective ref-
erence price’, with respect to a covered commodity for a crop
year, means the lesser of the following:

“(A) An amount equal to 115 percent of the reference
price for such covered commodity.
ki amount equal to the greater of—
“(i) the reference price for such covered commodity;

“(ii) 85 percent of the average of the marketing
year average price of the covered commodity for the
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a community college, an adult vocational agriculture
rogram, a nonprofit organization, or a land-grant col-
ege or university;

“(iii) at least 1 year of experience as hired farm
labor with substantial management responsibilities;

“(iv) successfully completed a farm mentorship,
apprenticeship, or internship program with an
emphasis on management requirements and day-to-
day farm management decisions;

“(v) significant business management experience;

“(vi) been honorably discharged from the armed
forces of the United States;

“(vii) successfully repaid a youth loan made under
section 311(b); or

“(viii) an established relationship with an indi-
vidual who has experience in farming or ranching,
or is a retired farmer or rancher, and is participating
as a counselor in a Service Corps of Retired Executives
program authorized under section 8(b)(1)(B) of the

Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(b)(1)(B)), or with

a local farm or ranch operator or organization,

approved by the Secretary, that is committed to men-

toring the farmer or rancher; or

“(B) waive the 3-year requirement in paragraph (1)

if the farmer or rancher meets the requirements of clauses
(iii) and (viii) of subparagraph (A).”.

SEC. 5102. CONSERVATION LOAN AND LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM.

Section 304(h) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1924(h)) is amended by striking “2018” and
inserting “2023”.

SEC. 5103. LIMITATIONS ON AMOUNT OF FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS,

Section 305 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act (7 U.S.C. 1925) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)(2)—
by striking “$300,000” and inserting “$600,000”;
a (B) by striking “$700,000” and inserting “$1,750,000”;
an
(C) by striking “2000” and inserting “2019”; and
(2) in subsection (c)—
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking “August” and inserting
“July”; and
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “ending on August
31, 1996” and inserting “that immediately precedes the
12-month period described in paragraph (1)”.
SEC. 5104. RELENDING PROGRAM TO RESOLVE OWNERSHIP AND
SUCCESSION ON FARMLAND.

Subtitle A of title III of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“SEC. 310I. RELENDING PROGRAM TO RESOLVE OWNERSHIP AND
SUCCESSION ON FARMLAND.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make loans to eligible
entities described in subsection (b) so that the eligible entities
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may relend the funds to individuals and entities for the purposes
described in subsection (c).

“(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Entities eligible for loans described
in subsection (a) are cooperatives, credit unions, and nonprofit
organizations with—

“(1) certification under section 1805.201 of title 12, Code
of Federal Regulations (or successor regulations), to operate
as a lender;

‘(2) experience assisting socially disadvantaged farmers
and ranchers (as defined in subsection (a) of section 2501 of
the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
(7 U.S.C. 2279)) or limited resource or new and beginning
farmers and ranchers, rural businesses, cooperatives, or credit
unions, including experience in making and servicing agricul-
tural and commercial loans; and

“(3) the ability to provide adequate assurance of the repay-
ment of a loan.

“(c) ELIGIBLE PURPOSES.—The proceeds from loans made by
the Secretary pursuant to subsection (a) shall be re-lent by eligible
entities for projects that assist heirs with undivided ownership
interests to resolve ownership and succession on farmland that
has multiple owners.

“(d) PREFERENCE.—In making loans under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall give preference to eligible entities—

“(1) with not less than 10 years of experience serving
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers; and

“2) in States that have adopted a statute consisting of
an enactment or adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs
Property Act, as approved and recommended for enactment
in all States by the National Conference of Commissioners
on Uniform State Laws in 2010, that relend to owners of
heirs property (as defined in that Act).

“(e) LoAN TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The following terms and
conditions shall apply to loans made under this section:

“(1) The interest rate at which intermediaries may borrow
funds under this section shall be determined by the Secretary.

“(2) The rates, terms, and payment structure for borrowers
to which intermediaries lend shall be—

“(A) determined by the intermediary in an amount
sufficient to cover the cost of operating and sustaining
the revolving loan fund; and

“(B) clearly and publicly disclosed to qualified ultimate
borrowers.

“(3) Borrowers to which intermediaries lend shall be—

“(A) required to complete a succession plan as a condi-
tion of the loan; and

“(B) be offered the opportunity to borrow sufficient
funds to cover costs associated with the succession plan
under subparagraph (A) and other associated legal and
closing costs.

“(f) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this section, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate a report
describing the operation and outcomes of the program under this
section, with recommendations on how to strengthen the program.
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examining the effect the establishment of a Natural Stone Research
and Promotion Board pursuant to the Commodity Promotion,
Research, and Information Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.)
would have on the natural stone industry, including how such
a program would effect—
(1) research conducted on, and the promotion of, natural

stone;
(2) the development and expansion of domestic markets
for natural stone;

(3) economic activity of the natural stone industry subject
to such a Board;

(4) economic development in rural areas; and

(5) benefits to consumers in the United States of natural
stone products.

SEC. 12614. ESTABLISHMENT OF FOOD ACCESS LIAISON.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of the Department of Agriculture
Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), as amended
by sections 12202, 12302, 12403, and 12504, is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“SEC. 225. FOOD ACCESS LIAISON.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish the posi-
tion of Food Access Liaison to coordinate Department programs
to reduce barriers to food access and monitor and evaluate the
progress of such programs in accordance with this section.

“(b) DuTIES.—The Food Access Liaison shall—

“(1) coordinate the efforts of the Department, including
regional offices, to experiment and consider programs and poli-
cies aimed at reducing barriers to food access for consumers,
including but not limited to participants in nutrition assistance
programs;

“(2) provide outreach to entities engaged in activities to
reduce barriers to food access in accordance with the statutory
authorization for each program;

“(3) provide outreach to entities engaged in activities to
reduce barriers to food access, including retailers, markets,
producers, and others involved in food production and distribu-
tion, with respect to the availability of, and eligibility for,
Department programs;

“(4) raise awareness of food access issues in interactions
with employees of the Department;

“(5) make recommendations to the Secretary with respect
to efforts to reduce barriers to food access; and

“(6) submit to Congress an annual report with respect
to the efforts of the Department to reduce barriers to food
access.”.

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall provide tech-
nical assistance to entities that are participants, or seek to partici-
pate, in Department of Agriculture programs related to reduction
of barriers to food access.

SEC. 12615. ELIGIBILITY FOR OPERATORS ON HEIRS PROPERTY LAND
TO OBTAIN A FARM NUMBER.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) ELIGIBLE DOCUMENTATION.—The term “eligible docu-
mentation”, with respect to land for which a farm operator
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seeks assignment of a farm number under subsection (b)(1),

includes—

(A) in States that have adopted a statute consisting
of an enactment or adoption of the Uniform Partition of
Heirs Property Act, as approved and recommended for
enactment in all States by the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2010—

(i) a court order verifying the land meets the defini-
tion of heirs property (as defined in that Act); or

(ii) a certification from the local recorder of deeds
that the recorded owner of the land is deceased and
not less than 1 heir of the recorded owner of the
land has initiated a procedure to retitle the land in
the name of the rightful heir;

(B) a fully executed, unrecorded tenancy-in-common
agreement that sets out ownership rights and responsibil-
ities among all of the owners of the land that—

(i) has been approved by a majority of the owner-
ship interests in that property;

(ii) has given a particular owner the right to man-
age and control any portion or all of the land for
purposes of operating a farm or ranch; and

(iii) was validly entered into under the authority
of the jurisdiction in which the land is located;

(C) the tax return of a farm operator farming a prop-
erty with undivided interests for each of the 5 years pre-
ceding the date on which the farm operator submits the
tax returns as eligible documentation under subsection (b);

(D) self-certification that the farm operator has control
of &:he land for purposes of operating a farm or ranch;
an

(E) any other documentation identified by the Sec-
retary under subsection (c).

(2) FARM NUMBER.—The term “farm number” has the
meaning given the term in section 718.2 of title 7, Code of
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of enactment
of this Act).

(b) FARM NUMBER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide for the
assignment of a farm number to any farm operator who pro-
vides any form of eligible documentation for purposes of dem-
onstrating that the farm operator has controli of the land for
purposes of defining that land as a farm.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—Any farm number provided under para-
graph (1) shall be sufficient to satisfy any requirement of the

ecretary to have a farm number to participate in a program
of the Secretary.

(c) ELIGIBLE DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary shall identify
alternative forms of eligible documentation that a farm operator
may provide in seeking the assignment of a farm number under
subsection (b)(1).

SEC. 12616. EXTENDING PROHIBITION ON ANIMAL FIGHTING TO THE
TERRITORIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 26 of the Animal Welfare Act (7

U.S.C. 2156) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)—



