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1 UNIFORM ENFORCEMENT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ORDERS ACT

2 SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS

3 (a) “enforcing state” means the court of the state that is enforcing a foreign

4 protection order.

5 (b) “foreign protection order” means a protection order issued by another state.

6 (c) “issuing court” means the court of the state that issued the protection order.

7 (d) “protected person” means any individual or individuals who are protected by a

8 protection order.

9 (e) “protection order” means any injunction or other order issued for the purpose

10 of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against, or contact or

11 communication with or physical proximity to another person, including temporary and

12 final orders issued by civil and criminal courts (other than support or custody orders)

13 whether obtained by filing an independent action or as a pendente lite order in another

14 proceeding so long as any civil order was issued in response to a complaint, petition or

15 motion filed by or on behalf of a person seeking protection.

16 (f) “State” means a State of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto

17 Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the

18 jurisdiction of the United States.  The term “state” includes an Indian tribe.

19 (g) “valid” means the protection order submitted for enforcement: 

20 (1) is currently in force;

21 (2) was issued by a court that had jurisdiction over the parties and

22 matter under the law of the issuing state; and
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1 (3) was issued on the condition that the defendant was provided

2 with reasonable notice and the opportunity to be heard before the issuing court rendered

3 the order, or, in the case of ex parte orders, the defendant was granted such notice and

4 opportunity to be heard as soon as possible after the issuing of the order.

5

6 SECTION 2. ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS

7 (a) Any valid foreign protection order shall be accorded full faith and credit by the

8 courts of this state as if it were the order of the courts of this state. 

9 (b) A valid foreign protection order shall be enforced by the courts and law

10 enforcement officials of this state for thirty days after the arrival of the person or persons

11 protected by the order, regardless of whether or not the order has been registered pursuant

12 to the provisions of Section 3.  During this thirty day period, there shall be a presumption

13 of validity where an order appears valid on its face.

14 (c) After thirty days from the arrival of the person or persons protected by a valid

15 foreign protection order, such an order shall be enforced only if it is registered in

16 accordance with the procedures described in Section 3 of this chapter.

17

18 SECTION 3. REGISTRATION OF ORDERS

19 (a) In order to register a foreign protection order for enforcement by the courts of

20 this state, a protected person must either:

21 (1) present a copy of the foreign protection order to the clerk of the local

22 court responsible for the enforcement of such orders; or
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1  (2) present a copy of the foreign protection order to any law enforcement

2 officer in the state and request that the order be registered with the clerk of the local court

3 responsible for enforcement of such orders.  Once in receipt of the foreign order, the clerk

4 shall register the order in accordance with sections 3(b)-(c) of this chapter.

5 (b) The clerk of the responding court shall register a foreign protection order for

6 enforcement if the order is valid. Presentation of a certified or true copy of the foreign

7 protection order shall not be required as a condition for enforcement under this chapter,

8 provided that a conflicting certified copy is not presented by the defendant or the

9 individual against whom enforcement is sought.  In determining whether a foreign

10 protection order is valid, the clerk of the enforcing court shall contact the clerk of the

11 issuing court to ascertain if the order is valid.  

12 (c) A protected person may demonstrate a foreign protection order is valid by

13 filing an affidavit swearing, to the best of that person’s knowledge, that the order is valid.

14 (d) All foreign protection orders registered under this chapter shall be entered in

15 any existing state or federal registries of protection orders. [Proof of registration in this

16 state’s registry will constitute proof of validity for enforcement under this chapter.]

17 (e) Upon registration of the foreign protection order, the clerk of the court of the

18 enforcing state shall notify the issuing court that the order has been registered.  Such

19 notification shall be given only upon the condition that the person subject to the

20 protection order shall not be notified of the registration of the order and that the order

21 remain under seal.  If the court of this state is the issuing state, upon the revocation or

22 modification of the court’s orders, all states that have notified this state that its orders
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1 have been registered in their respective states shall be notified of the modification or

2 revocation of this state’s orders.

3 (f) No fee or cost shall be charged for the registration of foreign protection orders

4 pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

5

6 SECTION 4.  CROSS OR COUNTER PETITION

7 A foreign protection order issued against a protected person seeking enforcement

8 of a protection order under this chapter is not entitled to full faith and credit if:

9 (1) no cross or counter petition, complaint, or other written pleading was filed

10 seeking such a protection order; or

11 (2) a cross or counter petition has been filed and the issuing court did not make

12 specific findings that each party protected by the order was entitled to such an order.

13

14 SECTION 5.  IMMUNITY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

15 Any law enforcement officer acting in good faith under the provisions of this

16 chapter shall be immune from all liability, civil or criminal, in any action arising in

17 connection with a court’s finding that the foreign protection order was not valid or

18 enforceable. 


