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A Few Facts about
THE UNIFORM MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS ACT

PURPOSE: The Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act simplifies the process of
absentee voting for United States military and overseas civilians by
making the process more uniform, convenient, secure, and efficient. The
Act covers all military personnel or their dependents, as well as U.S.
citizens residing outside the United States who are unable to vote in-
person. This latter category includes a class of voters not covered by the
federal law in this area: U.S. citizens born overseas who have reached
voting age without having resided in the United States. The Act applies to
all statewide and local elections, as well as to all federal elections, both
primary and general (and also special and run-off elections).

ORIGIN: Completed by the Uniform Law Commission in 2010.

APPROVED BY: American Bar Association

ENACTED BY: UNIFORM MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS ACT (2010)
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AUGUST 21, 2015

For further information about UMOVA, please contact ULC Legislative Counsel, Lindsay
Beaver, at (312) 450-661980or lbeaver(@uniformlaws.org; or Katie Robinson at (312) 450-6616
or krobinson@uniformlaws.org.

The ULC is a nonprofit formed in 1892 to create nonpartisan state legislation. Over 350 volunteer commissioners—lawyers,
judges, law professors, legislative staff, and others—work together to draft laws ranging from the Uniform Commercial Code to
acts on property, trusts and estates, family law, criminal law and other areas where uniformity of state law is desirable.
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