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UNI FORM | NTERSTATE ENFORCEMENT

OF DOMVESTI G- VI OLENCE PROTECTI ON ORDERS ACT

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. This [Act] may be cited as the
UniformInterstate Enforcenent of Donestic-Viol ence

Protection Orders Act.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. In this [Act]:

(1D "Foreign protection order" nmeans a protection
order issued by a tribunal of another State.

(2) "Issuing State" neans the State whose
tribunal issues a protection order

(3) "Mutual foreign protection order” neans a
foreign protection order that includes provisions in favor
of both the protected individual seeking enforcenent of the
order and the respondent.

(4) "Protected individual" neans an individual
protected by a protection order.

(5) "Protection order” nmeans an injunction or
ot her order, issued by a tribunal under the donestic-
vi ol ence or famly-violence |aws of the issuing State, to
prevent an individual fromengaging in violent or
t hreat eni ng acts agai nst, harassnent of, contact or

communi cation with, or physical proximty to, another



i ndi vi dual .

(6) "Respondent” neans the individual against
whom enf orcenent of a protection order is sought.

(7) "State" neans a State of the United States,
the District of Colunbia, Puerto Rico, the United States
Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession

subject to the

jurisdiction of the United States. The term i ncl udes an
Indian tribe or band that has jurisdiction to issue
protection orders.

(8) "Tribunal" neans a court, agency, or other
entity authorized by law to issue or nodify a protection

or der.

SECTI ON 3. JUDI Cl AL ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER.

(a) A person authorized by the law of this State to
seek enforcenent of a protection order may seek enforcenent
of a valid foreign protection order in a tribunal of this
State. The tribunal shall enforce the ternms of the order,
including ternms that provide relief that a tribunal of this
State woul d | ack power to provide but for this section. The
tribunal shall enforce the order, whether the order was

obt ai ned by i ndependent action or in another proceeding, if



it is an order issued in response to a conplaint, petition,
or notion filed by or on behalf of an individual seeking
protection. 1In a proceeding to enforce a foreign protection
order, the tribunal shall follow the procedures of this
State for the enforcenent of protection orders.

(b) A tribunal of this State may not a enforce a
foreign protection order issued by a tribunal of a State
t hat does not recogni ze the standing of a protected
i ndi vidual to seek enforcenent of the order.

(c) A tribunal of this State shall enforce the
provisions of a valid foreign protection order which govern
custody and visitation, if the order was issued in
accordance with the jurisdictional requirenments governing
t he i ssuance of custody and visitation orders in the issuing
State.

(d) A tribunal of this State may not enforce under
this [Act] a provision of a foreign protection order with
respect to support.

(e) A foreign protection order is valid if it:

(1) identifies the protected individual and
t he respondent;

(2) is currently in effect;

(3) was issued by a tribunal that had

jurisdiction over the parties and subject nmatter under the



| aw of the issuing State; and

(4) was i ssued after the respondent was
gi ven reasonabl e notice and had an opportunity to be heard
before the tribunal issued the order or, in the case of an
order ex parte, the respondent was given notice and had an
opportunity to be heard wthin a reasonable tine after the
order was issued, consistent with the rights of the
respondent to due process.

(e) A foreign protection order valid on its face is
prima facie evidence of its validity.

(f) Absence of any of the criteria for validity of a
foreign protection order is an affirmati ve defense in an
action seeking enforcenent of the order.

(9) A tribunal of this State may enforce provisions
of a nmutual foreign protection order which favor a
respondent only if:

(1) the respondent filed a witten pl eading
seeking a protection order fromthe tribunal of the issuing
State; and

(2) the tribunal of the issuing State nade

specific findings in favor of the respondent.

SECTI ON 4. NONJUDI Cl AL ENFORCEMENT OF ORDER

(a) A | aw enforcenent officer of this State, upon



determ ning that there is probable cause to believe that a
valid foreign protection order exists and that the order has
been violated, shall enforce the order as if it were the
order of a tribunal of this State. Presentation of a
protection order that identifies both the protected

i ndi vi dual and the respondent and, on its face, is currently
in effect constitutes probable cause to believe that a valid
foreign protection order exists. For the purposes of this
section, the protection order may be inscribed on a tangible
medi um or may have been stored in an electronic or other
mediumif it is retrievable in perceivable form
Presentation of a certified copy of a protection order is
not required for enforcenent.

(b) If a foreign protection order is not presented, a
| aw enforcenment officer of this State may consi der other
information in determ ning whether there is probable cause
to believe that a valid foreign protection order exists.

(c) If a |aw enforcenent officer of this State
determ nes that an otherwi se valid foreign protection order
cannot be enforced because the respondent has not been
notified or served wwth the order, the officer shall inform
the respondent of the order, nake a reasonable effort to
serve the order upon the respondent, and allow the

respondent a reasonabl e opportunity to conply with the order



before enforcing the order.
(d) Regi stration or filing of an order in this State
is not required for the enforcenent of a valid foreign

protection order pursuant to this [Act].

[ SECTI ON 5. REGQ STRATI ON OF ORDER
(a) Any individual may register a foreign protection
order in this State. To register a foreign protection order,
an individual shall:
(1) present a certified copy of the order to
[the state agency responsible for the registration of such
orders]; or
(2) present a certified copy of the order to
[ an agency designated by the State] and request that the
order be registered wwth [the agency responsible for the
regi stration of such orders].
(b) Upon recei pt of a foreign protection order, [the
agency responsible for the registration of such orders]
shal|l register the order in accordance with this section.
After the order is registered, [the responsi bl e agency]
shall furnish to the individual registering the order a
certified copy of the registered order.
(c) [ The agency responsible for the registration of

foreign protection orders] shall register an order upon



presentation of a copy of a protection order which has been
certified by the issuing State. A registered foreign
protection order that is inaccurate or is not currently in
effect nmust be corrected or renoved fromthe registry in
accordance with the law of this State.

(d) An individual registering a foreign protection
order shall file an affidavit by the protected individual
stating that, to the best of the protected individual's
knowl edge, the order is currently in effect.

(e) A foreign protection order registered under this
[ Act] may be entered in any existing state or federal
registry of protection orders, in accordance with applicable
I aw.

[(f) Afee may not be charged for the registration of a

foreign protection order.]]

SECTION 6. IMMUNITY. This State or a | ocal governnenta
agency, or a |law enforcenent officer, prosecuting attorney,
clerk of court, or any state or |ocal governnental official
acting in an official capacity, is imune fromcivil and
crimnal liability for an act or om ssion arising out of the
registration or enforcenent of a foreign protection order or
the detention or arrest of an alleged violator of a foreign

protection order if the act or om ssion was done in good



faith in an effort to conply with this [Act].

SECTION 7. OIHER REMEDI ES. A protected individual who
pursues renedi es under this [Act] is not precluded from
pursui ng ot her | egal or equitable renedi es agai nst the

respondent.

SECTION 8. UN FORM TY OF APPLI CATI ON AND CONSTRUCTI ON.
In applying and construing this Uniform Act, consideration
must be given to the need to pronote uniformty of the | aw
wWith respect to its subject matter anong States that enact

it.

SECTI ON 9. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. |f any provision of
this [Act] or its application to any person or circunstance
is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other
provi sions or applications of this [Act] which can be given
effect wwthout the invalid provision or application, and to

this end the provisions of this [Act] are severable.

SECTI ON 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. This [Act] takes effect on

SECTI ON 11. TRANSI TI ONAL PROVI SION. This [Act] applies



to protection orders issued before [the effective date of
this [Act]] and to continuing actions for enforcenent of
foreign protection orders comenced before [the effective
date of this [Act]]. A request for enforcenent of a foreign
protection order nmade on or after [the effective date of
this [Act]] for violations of a foreign protection order
occurring before [the effective date of this [Act]] is

governed by this [Act].
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